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#1 Know the subject

#2 Respect the shape
#3 Don’t overdo it

# 4 Be relevant

#5 Respect the consumer

°

Vignettes
Questions
Options
Exam Papers

Quality
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#1 Know the subject

%

Write MCQs only on topics you know
lat least slightly] more about than your students
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MCQs in
Clinical Pharmacy

Edited by Lilian M Azzopardi



http://z.about.com/d/christianity/1/0/V/2/Christian_Tablets.png

#2 Respect the shape

'\

Vignette; Lead-in (Optional)

Question
Choices
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#2 Respect the shape

°
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#3 Don't overdo it

[Ignore requests from OME]

Vignette is optional
Do not use vignettes for breakfast, lunch and dinner

Basic Sci < Clin Sci

Time [medical school]
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Jean-Léon Gérome (French, 1824-1904), Pygmalion and Galatea, ca. 1890



http://z.about.com/d/christianity/1/0/V/2/Christian_Tablets.png



http://z.about.com/d/christianity/1/0/V/2/Christian_Tablets.png



http://z.about.com/d/christianity/1/0/V/2/Christian_Tablets.png

How 2 Vignette

- optional
- as long as needed [contains all needed information]
- as short as possible [no unneeded information (window

dressing) & no verbosity]

Ockham's razor: law of succinctness
14th-century English logician and

Franciscan friar, William of Ockham




How 2 Vignette

- avoid “red herrings”

- avoid “tell-tale” signs ?
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Question




Question




How 2 Options

O O .

Choices

Two lecturers teach courses of fairly similar difficulty. While the quality of

their teaching is comparable, on the MCQ exams of lecturer A the students

consistently fare better than on the MCQ exams of lecturer B.

Which of the options listed below is the most likely explanation for this

finding?

Lecturer A administers his exams on Tuesdays
Lecturer B is more feared than A
Lecturer A uses a four option/single best answer format

Lecturer B uses a five option/single best answer format



How 2 Options

-A-D= 25% of random choices will be correct

-A-E= 20% of random choices will be correct
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What is wrong in the example?




What is wrong in the example?







Example

Which of the options listed below best descrlbes the weight
of aunicorn? R e

A 10 Kg
B 100 Kg
C 500 Kg
D 50 Kg

What is wrong in the example?



























How 2 Options

Choices
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Example

Which of the options listed below best describes the
likelihood of divorce in modern society?

Never

Always

Depends on a variety of factors

|s contingent on previously getting married

0O W >

What is wrong in the example?



Example

A & B: Never options are never right and Always options are
always wrong

C. Depends options are always right

D: Is contingent on previously getting married is evidently
correct

Best answer is not unambiguous: both C & D are possible
None of the options answers the question logically correctly

What is wrong in the example?






What is wrong in the example?




What is wrong in the example?







Example

Which of the options listed below best describes the
likelihood of hypoglycemia in a male patient of Caucasian
origin with NIDDM?

High but only if he uses insulin

Low unless he is vigorously exercising
Depends on a variety of factors

13.2 %

O 0O ® >»

What is wrong in the example?



Example

male patient of Caucasian origin irrelevant ygfy
NIDDM acronym unfamiliar
High but only conditional

Low unless ..... conditional
Depends always

13.2 % pseudo exactness

What is wrong in the example?
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Which of the options listed below best explains the reason why you are

nable to do so?

D. My student days are long gone [i e, | do not have to study anymore]




Correct Answer Distribution

20-25% A

20-25% B
20-25% C

20-25% D




look at the shape options in logical sequence

IS it relevant answers evenly distributed

author review no none or all of the above options

peer review no negative phrasing

Occam’s razor no subjective categories used

red herring no absolutes used

tell-tale signs no word repeats

best option vs. right answer no conditionals used

options of same length

options homogenous make sure you are able to answer your own
MCQs




Thank
you
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