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In The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (1962), Thomas Kuhn utilized the word ‘paradigm’ to
characterize a set of scientific beliefs that differed from current dogma. Kuhn postulated that
science does not progress in a linear fashion, but rather through periodic ‘paradigm shifts’
instigated by research and technological advancement. Medicine is currently in the early
stages of its next historical paradigm shift precipitated by the elucidation of the human
reference genome in 2003. In this new medical paradigm, the continuum of human health
and disease will be understood, investigated, and practiced in the context of individuality.
Genes to Society represents the translation of this paradigm into education and practice. This
presentation will briefly review medical paradigms that preceded the Individuality Paradigm;
discuss the context for prevention, risk assessment, treatment, and education in the new par-
adigm; and stimulate discussion of strategies to improve human health within the framework
of individuality.
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From 2010-2014, he was the founding Dean/CEO of Perdana University Graduate School of Medicine
(PUGSOM) in collaboration with Johns Hopkins School of Medicine in Selangor, Malaysia. PUGSOM is the
first and only graduate entry medical school in Malaysia.
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