
Standard 3: Academic and Learning Environments 
  
A medical school ensures that its medical education program occurs in professional, respectful, and 
intellectually stimulating academic and clinical environments, recognizes the benefits of diversity, and 
promotes students’ attainment of competencies required of future physicians.  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
3.1  – Resident Participation in Medical Student Education 
  

Each medical student in a medical education program participates in one or more required clinical 
experiences conducted in a health care setting in which he or she works with resident physicians 
currently enrolled in an accredited program of graduate medical education. 

  
3.2  – Community of Scholars/Research Opportunities 
  

A medical education program is conducted in an environment that fosters the intellectual 
challenge and spirit of inquiry appropriate to a community of scholars and provides sufficient 
opportunities, encouragement, and support for medical student participation in the research and 
other scholarly activities of its faculty.  

  
3.3  – Diversity Programs and Partnerships 
  

A medical school has effective policies and practices in place, and engages in ongoing, 
systematic, and focused recruitment and retention activities, to achieve mission-appropriate 
diversity outcomes among its students, faculty, senior administrative staff, and other relevant 
members of its academic community. These activities include the use of programs and/or 
partnerships aimed at achieving diversity among qualified applicants for medical school admission 
and the evaluation of program and partnership outcomes.  

  
3.4  – Anti-Discrimination Policy 
  

A medical school has a policy in place to ensure that it does not discriminate on the basis of age, 
disability, gender identity, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation or any basis 
protected by federal law. 

  
3.5  – Learning Environment/Professionalism 
  

A medical school ensures that the learning environment of its medical education program is 
conducive to the ongoing development of explicit and appropriate professional behaviors in its 
medical students, faculty, and staff at all locations. The medical school and its clinical affiliates 
share the responsibility for periodic evaluation of the learning environment in order to identify 
positive and negative influences on the maintenance of professional standards, develop and 
conduct appropriate strategies to enhance positive and mitigate negative influences, and identify 
and promptly correct violations of professional standards. 

  
3.6  – Student Mistreatment 
  

A medical school develops effective written policies that define mistreatment, has effective 
mechanisms in place for a prompt response to any complaints, and supports educational activities 
aimed at preventing mistreatment. Mechanisms for reporting mistreatment are understood by 
medical students, including visiting medical students, and ensure that any violations can be 
registered and investigated without fear of retaliation. 

 


